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Asking Questions the Bad Way!
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Minimal, Complete, and Verifiable example 
from StackOverflow’s How to create a Minimal, Complete, and Verifiable example 
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Minimal – Use as little code as possible that still produces 
the same problem 

Complete – Provide all parts needed to reproduce the 
problem 

Verifiable – Test the code you're about to provide to make 
sure it reproduces the problem 



Minimal
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Restart from scratch. Create a new program, adding in 
only what is needed to see the problem. This can be 
faster for vast systems where you think you already 
know the source of the problem. Also useful if you can't 
post the original code publicly for legal or ethical 
reasons. 

Divide and conquer. When you have a small amount of 
code, but the source of the problem is entirely unclear, 
start removing code a bit at a time until the problem 
disappears – then add the last part back. 



Not Minimal Example
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Complete 
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Make sure all information necessary to reproduce the 
problem is included: 

• Some people might be prepared to load the parts up, 
and actually try them to test the answer they're about 
to post. 

• The problem might not be in the part you suspect it is, 
but another part entirely.



Incomplete Example
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Complete Example

8



Verifiable
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• Ensure that the example actually reproduces 
the problem! 

• Eliminate any issues that aren't relevant to the 
problem.



Exercise #1
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Open StackOverflow. Find questions in your language 
that do not meet the requirements of Minimial, Verifiable 
and Complete.


